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This poster presents work in progress on a monograph of the genus Leonotis and includes maps, photographs and an introduction to four new taxa from East and Southern Tropical Africa.





Leonotis (Pers.) R. Br. is a striking member of the Lamiaceae with instantly recognisable flowering stems bearing dense verticils of predominantly orange-haired flowers.  The South African L. leonurus (L.) R. Br. is the type of the genus and has been grown in European gardens since about 1663.  Only one taxon, L. nepetifolia (L.) R. Br. var. nepetifolia has a pantropical distribution – and is a renowned annual weed.  All other taxa are only known from Africa and, apart from L. nepetifolia var. africana (P. Beauv.) Morton are perennial.  The polymorphic L. ocymifolia (N.L. Burm.) M. Iwarsson var. raineriana (Visiani) M. Iwarsson is the most widely distributed taxon within Africa.  L. ocymifolia differs from all the other taxa in having only a single fringe of hairs within the corolla tube. Many taxa are used medicinally in a number of different ways throughout the continent, particularly for stomach ailments in tropical Africa, although they eventually are smoked in South Africa.





The urgency of completing the Flora of Tropical East Africa and Flora Zambesiaca exposed a gap in our knowledge of the genus in tropical Africa.  In this region there has never been a major work on the genus. After field studies and when looking at herbarium specimens it became evident that there are new taxa as yet undescribed.  The first new species is a 3—5 m high shrub with a constricted calyx throat from the Southern Highlands of Tanzania, N Malawi and NE Zambia.  The next is a new variety of L. decadonta Gürke from the Southern Highlands of Tanzania, distinguished from the other varieties by having short-haired leaves and orange hairs on the calyx.  Another new species is from the Southern Highlands of Tanzania, E. Zambia and N. Malawi (especially the Nyika Plateau).  This taxon has clusters of small narrow leaves.  The final new taxon is from the Mafinga Hills bordering Malawi and Zambia and has leaves shaped like that of Myrothamnus.





The forthcoming monograph brings together all the separate African floral treatments on Leonotis and attempts to clarify the increasingly complicated synonym and the dis
